
Haccombe-with-Combe Parish Council 
www.haccombewithcombe.co.uk 

 
Minutes of the Parish Council 

held on 7 March 2018 at 7.30pm 
 

Present:  Councillors Boarer (Chairman), Duggleby, Evans, Humble, Johnstone and Squires 

  

Also present:  County Cllr Dewhirst, District Cllr Haines  

 
Clerk:  Suzanna Hughes 
 

070318.01 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

Apologies were received from: 
 

• County Cllr Hook 

• PC Rob Harvey 

 
070318.02 POLICE REPORT 

   

Reported crimes from 08/02/18 – 07/03/18 

0 crimes 
 

070318.03 OPEN FORUM 

There were no comments.  
 
070318.04 DISTRICT AND COUNTY COUNCILLORS’ REPORTS 

 

Cllr Dewhirst gave a report (copy attached).   

Cllr Dewhirst also talked about the work that DCC had done to clear the roads during 

the snow.  He informed members that 11,000 tons of grit has been used this year 
(compared with 9,000 tons last year).  Everything went very well though, as always, it 

will be reviewed to see if any improvements can be made. 

 

Cllr Johnstone thanked the Chairman and his wife for using the grit spreader in the 

parish to help make the roads safe.  The Chairman advised that he had used 32 bags of 
grit although the spreader was not particularly effective as it kept jamming up making 

the task more difficult than it should have been. 

 

Cllr Haines informed members that the council tax increase has been approved.  TDC 
are consulting on the Local Plan which was adopted on 2014.  He suggested that the 

parish thinks about what, if anything, has changed in the parish since the plan was 

adopted.  The consultation period starts in April.  

 
070318.05 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATION 

Members were reminded of their responsibility to continually update their Notice of 

Registerable Interests and to declare any disclosable interests, including the nature and 

extent of such interests they have in any items to be considered at this meeting.  
Members were reminded that unforeseen requests for a Dispensation to be considered 

at this point only if there was no way a member would have been aware of such before 

the meeting. 
 

There were no declarations of interest or requests for dispensation. 

  

070318.06 MINUTES 

Members approved and signed the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 7 
February 2018. 
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070318.07 DELEGATE REPORTS 

  None. 
 

070318.08 FINANCE & GOVERNANCE 

8.1  Expenditure 

Members approved the following payments: 
 

Cheque 
no 

Payee Details Amount 

995 South West Water Hearn Field water £61.91 

996 Clerk Mileage, postage, ink, stationery £45.77 

997 DTX Website hosting £100 

DD EDF Hearn Field electricity (1 March) £47 

SO Clerk Salary (1 March) £248.91 
 

8.2 Income 

Members noted the income for February: 

   

Received Received from Details Amount 

9 February 2018 Lloyds Bank (Reserves) Interest £0.44 

9 Nov, 9 Dec,  
9 Jan 2018 

Lloyds Bank 
(Sea Wall) 

Interest £0.42 

2 February 2018 Hearn Field booking  Hire of Hearn Field £110 

  

8.3 Bank Balances at 28 February 2018 

Members noted the bank balances: 
 

Current 

account 

Reserves 

account 

Sea Wall account Total 

£4,250.36 £10,304.24 £3,322.82 £17,877.42 
 

8.4   GDPR 

The clerk advised that she will be attending some training regarding the new 

data protection regulations which come into force on 25 May.  A summary of 

actions which the Parish Council will need to undertake will be compiled by the 
clerk after completion of the training. 

                       

 070318.09  PLANNING 

            9.1 New applications/appeals 

   9.1.1 18/00285/CAN – Greenacre, Combeinteignhead 
    Fell one cedar tree  

 

Members agreed that they are not adequately qualified to comment on 

whether the threat of failure is significant enough to justify the felling of 
this tree and would rather rely on the opinion of the District Council's 

arboriculturist. 

 

            9.2     Decisions 
                     There were no decisions to report. 

  

070318.10 HEARN FIELD 

The Chairman of the Hearn Field Committee, Elizabeth Deane, reported as follows: 

  
The family fun day date has been fixed for Saturday 7 July.  Details will follow but it 

will include a dog show run by a local dog agility club, children’s games, rounders, 

competitions, barbecue etc.  Insurance is to be arranged by the agility club. 

  
Permission to resite the ‘dog bin’ at the top entrance to the field has been given. 

Cllr Boarer has offered to do this work. The bin will be just outside the gate (to comply 

with Teignbridge regulations) but within easy view of people entering and leaving the 

car park. 
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Memorial to John Fyfe. The Hearn Field Committee were unanimous in their support 

for this idea and suggested that his widow be consulted by the Parish Council as to 
what would be most appropriate.  

 

Refurbishment of Pavilion.  Quotes have been obtained for nearly all of this now (a 

breakdown of costs and details was circulated).   It is hoped that the work could be 
completed before the first booking of Reach Outdoors in two months.  The Committee 

has been encouraged to approach the Teign Estuary Partnership for a £500 grant. This 

will be submitted for approval next week.  It was agreed to accept the quotations 

presented which total £3618 (not including the carpet) for the proposed works, as 
presented. 

 

Damp patch in larger changing room. Cllr Boarer has investigated this and has 

recommendations as to how this might be remedied.  It will involve an outlay of 
approximately £400 in materials but will remove most of the need for the painting of 

that room (lessening the overall costs).  Damp problem coming up from underneath 

the vinyl floor. Damp course seems to be failing.  Further investigation is required. 

 

Damage to the Sea Wall. This is considerably more serious than first thought. Now 
the flood water and melted snow has drained off the bottom of the field, numerous 

significant holes have developed, threatening the stability of the wall. This is likely to 

involve substantial rebuilding/repair works.   A meeting with Celtic Rock has been 

arranged to discuss the repair work that was carried out some years ago.  Additionally, 
advice from Teign Estuary Partnership is that we contact them as soon as we have a 

plan so that they can direct us to possible funding as this adjoins a public footpath.  In 

the meantime, we should perhaps erect temporary posts and tape/fencing along the 

first part of the wall. 
 

Combe Cellars lane flooding. The culvert on the TCYC side of the road appears not 

to be draining. Cllr Dewhirst advised that he had reported this to DCC. 

 

070318.11 WEBSITE 
Members discussed the website and the issues that were currently being experienced. 

After discussion, it was agreed that Cllr Squires would be responsible for bringing the 

site up to date by deleting items which were out of date and adding current items.  It 

was also agreed that Cllr Evans should have access details in order to upload the Hearn 
Field events.  It was also agreed that the Hearn Field hire rates need updating; this 

would need to be completed by DTX.  The website would be reviewed next month. 

 

070318.12 BUCKLAND NOTICE BOARD 
12.1 Members were advised that the application to the Elector Fund to purchase a 

notice board for the new housing development in Buckland had been approved 

(£713).  It was agreed to order a double notice board from Greenbarnes with 

the same specification as the board in the car park in Combeinteignhead. 
 

12.2 The Chairman advised that he and Cllr Squires had looked at locations to site 

the notice board and agreed that it would be preferable for it to be positioned at 

the entrance to the development.  A piece of land was identified and it was 

agreed that the clerk would advise Barratt’s that this is the preferred site. 
 

070318.13 ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 

It was agreed that this would be held on 12 May at 7.00pm in Hearn Field Pavilion with 

a similar format to last year.  It will be a celebration of the parish and an opportunity to 
thank volunteers.  It will also be an opportunity to present the Emergency Plan and 

recruit volunteers.  The film ‘Hells Bells’ which was filmed on Hearn Field will be shown 

together with reports from the Village Hall, Hearn Field and Parish Council Chairman.  

Refreshments will be served.   Cllr Johnstone offered to draft a leaflet inviting 
parishioners to the event together with information about the role of a Parish Councillor 

for which there were currently two vacancies.  

 

070318.14 EMERGENCY PLAN   

   No update. 
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070318.14 HIGHWAYS AND FOOTPATHS  
Members received further correspondence from Mr Halpin regarding Gulmswell Lane. 

Correspondence was also received from two parishioners concerned about the noise 

and impact on the lane of 4x4 vehicles and motor cycles.  After discussion, members 

confirmed that the posts were removed to allow vehicles to use the lane to maintain 
their land.  It is a public highway and therefore the posts cannot be reinstated.  

Members were advised that it takes an Act of Parliament to change the lane’s 

designation from highway to footpath and this can only happen if there are no 

objections.  Members appreciated the work that has been done by Mr Halpin over many 
years to maintain the lane.  The Parish Council will continue to clear the buddle holes 

but does not wish to encourage vehicular use and therefore maintenance beyond 

buddle hole clearance would be limited. Members agreed that there had been sufficient 

discussion about this lane and whilst appreciating Mr Halpin’s efforts to maintain the  
lane, it was agreed that the Parish Council is too small an organisation to fund the cost 

of responding to further correspondence regarding the lane when there is nothing 

further the Parish Council can do. 

 

070318.15 CORRESPONDENCE 
  None 

 

070318.16 MEMBERS’ ITEMS FOR INFORMATION OR GENERAL DISCUSSION, FOR 

INCLUSION ON FUTURE AGENDAS AND/OR ITEMS REQUIRING URGENT 
ATTENTION  
Members are reminded that they have not received the statutory notice of this business to be 

transacted and should therefore recognise that any decision made may be taken to be unlawful if 
challenged in the future 

 

  Members were advised that Cllr Dewhirst had arranged a litter pick on 17 March.   

   
070318.17 DATE OF NEXT MEETING  

   The date of the next Parish Council meeting was confirmed as 4 April 2018. 

 

 

The meeting closed at 9.35pm. 
 

 

 

 
 

…...………………………………………   

Chairman  
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County Councillor’s Parish Council Report 7th March 

  
After two District by-elections the Council chamber has changed somewhat.   We welcomed new Cllrs 

Evans and Wrigley from Chudleigh and Dawlish at full Council last month.   Both Lib Dem Cllrs were 

successful taking seats from the Conservatives after the resignation of the Dawlish Councillor for 

inappropriate language and the Chudleigh Councillor – who was a member of the Executive - for 
attaching his wife with a mallet.  

  

The Council budgets have been uppermost in our minds for the last month and kicked off at Forde 

House on 22nd February.   The administration had advised us of their proposed budget which was a 
3.12% or £5 increase.   They increased reserves to 11.9%, the revenue budget to be £16.6 million, 

£1.3 million of revenue to fund capital projects, an increase of £125,000 in fees and charges – that’s 

car parking and leisure centres to you and I - and that Rural Aid continue at £40,000.   In the 

absence of our Group Leader due to illness I proposed spending £80,000 on another litter and graffiti 
hit squad, measures to increase business at the Leisure Centres, a residents parking scheme for 

Osborne Street car park, variable charges to busy car parks to encourage shoppers a low demand 

times, a working party to increase revenue to the Council, and using the £200.000 housing reserve 

budget to fund genuinely low cost built off site modular housing to meet the desperate need in this 

District.   All of this could be funded by cutting the astounding £600,000 a year the Council spends on 
Agency staff.   I am sure you won’t be surprised that my Budget Amendment was defeated – but not 

by the usual numbers.   Get ready to pay £165.17 for Teignbridge’s element of the Council Tax.  

  

At County the scrutiny process started with the examination of the Children’s Directorate budget of 
£125.487million. We heard that despite an additional £7.5 million for schools this year the 

government is underfunding Devon’s schools by £268 per pupil. It seems that primary schools in 

Westminster have much lower levels of additional needs yet they receive 19.6% more funding per 

child than Devon’s schools.  
  

This was followed by Adult Services and Public Health’s budget of £227.851 million. We heard that 

DCC is the 6th worst LA for Public Health funding per head and the government is reducing this 

budget by 2.6% year on year until 2020.   We also heard that for every £1 spent on residential adult 

care the budget increases by £85k and a 50p increase in the hourly rate for Care workers was a £1 
million increase in the budget – we commission 36,000 hours of care per week!  

  

At CIRS Scrutiny we looked at the Communities, Environment, Corporate Services and Highways 

budget of £124.053 million.   Communities and Highways budgets are scheduled to reduce by 2.7% 
and so we recommended to Cabinet that they identify additional resource in the Highways budget to 

prioritise preventative work on drainage to include gully emptying and cleaning; as well as ditching.  

  

At Executive the Leader managed to find a further £6.5million for Highways down the back of the sofa 
– however there have to be concerns about the Highways Directorate being able to spend this money 

in the light of their inability to get their Term Maintenance contractor, Skanska, to fulfil more than 

2/3rds of their contract this year.  

  
At Council on the 15th February my group proposed in addition to the proposals in the Leader’s 

budget £223k to protect young people’s mental health services by scrapping the cut planned from the 

mental health budget.   We added £½ million for the education of children with special educational 

needs.   We reversed the £2.2 million cut from Devon’s schools budgets last year and we created a 

£50k hardship fund for post 16 home to college transport.   This was all funded by cutting £750 k 
from the budget for consultants, cutting £850k from the spin and media budgets, reducing spending 

on outside room hire by £260k, saving £64k from car allowances (143 staff drive their car less than 

10 miles per week),  

transferring £899k from the economic development budget by working closely with the Local 
Enterprise Partnership and District Councils and finally cutting the Development Planning budget by 

£150k by making planning agreements with District Council colleagues.   Finally, we called on the 

County Council along with District colleagues to ask Government to urgently review Second Home 

Council Tax to ensure that the system is robust and much needed revenue is not lost.   A real, caring 
and forward thinking budget for the people of Devon!   Sadly, our amendments were lost and we saw 

yet another austerity budget passed through on the nod – the best we got was the Deputy Leader 

complaining about unfair government funding from his own colleagues in Westminster!   For the 

County Council you will be paying £1,331.19 for a band D property from April – sorry! 

 


