
Haccombe-with-Combe Parish Council 
www.haccombewithcombe.co.uk 

 

Minutes of a Meeting of the Parish Council  

held in Hearn Field Pavilion 

on 3 November 2021 at 7.30pm 
 

Present:  Councillors Humble (Chairman), Boarer, Bunce, Evans, Hussey and Pattinson 
 

Also present: County Cllr Dewhirst, County Cllr Bradford, District Cllr Haines and two members of 

the public  

   

Clerk:  Suzanna Hughes 

 

031121.01 RESIGNATION AND APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

1.1 Members received and noted the resignation of Cllr Saunders.  
 

  1.2 There were no apologies for absence.  

 

031121.02 CASUAL VACANCY 

Members received an application from Stuart Brampton to join the Parish Council. 

Having confirmed his eligibility, Stuart signed his declaration of acceptance of office 

and joined the meeting as a co-opted member representing the Rural Ward.  It was 

agreed that Cllr Humble will now represent the Urban Ward and Cllr Bunce will 

represent the Hawthorne Road.  This leaves three vacancies – 1 x Rural ward, 1 x 

Urban ward and 1 x Hawthorn ward.  

 

031121.03 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATION 

Members were reminded of their responsibility to continually update their Notice of 

Registerable Interests and to declare any disclosable interests, including the nature and 

extent of such interests they have in any items to be considered at this meeting.  

Members were reminded that unforeseen requests for a Dispensation to be considered 

at this point only if there was no way a member would have been aware of such before 

the meeting. 

 

  There were declarations of interest or requests for dispensation. 

 

031121.04 OPEN FORUM 

A parishioner advised that he had written to the Parish Council about planning 

application 21/01721/AGR for a permitted agricultural dwelling which necessitates it 

being a site of 5 hectares or more.  He believed that the site plan is incorrect as it 

includes land which does not belong to that unit.  TDC has been informed.  As of last 

week, they had not yet approached the owners of the land but they were going to 

verify that it was a part of the unit.  He also commented that as the application had not 

been publicly scrutinised, the hectarage has been taken on word of mouth alone. 

 

He questioned why TDC deemed it correct to give prior approval without any public 

scrutiny.  TDC had advised that it was publicised and the Parish Council was informed.  

Whilst responding on the publicity question, TDC had not responded on the other 

matters he has raised and he therefore requested that the Parish Council follows these 

up with TDC. 

 

He commented on the scale and location of the proposed building which he considered 

inappropriate for the location and size of the field and its intended use.  Observations 

were made about a track which will be required and the waste deposited on the site.   

 

He requested that the application is revisited. 
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031121.05 POLICE REPORT 

5.1 Crime Report 1/10/21 – 30/10/21 

 There were no crimes recorded and one incident logged (transport).  
 

Members also received a copy of the latest edition of the gazette and a poster 

ahead of Bonfire Night.  

 

5.2 Councillor Advocate Scheme: 

Cllr Hussey advised that the first PACT meeting was held in October. He has 

discussed with PC Orchard options for further engagement in the community.  

He has also raised with PC Orchard the comments made at the last meeting 

regarding content duplication in each issue of the gazette and was informed that 

this is the intention but ‘Clarke and Saul’s corner’ brings up relevant issues of 

the moment.   Included in the latest edition is some advice about security now 

that the nights are darker, some information about poaching, safety on bonfire 

night, car roadworthiness and information about a speed detection trolley 

situated in Stokeinteignhead. 

 

031121.06 DISTRICT AND COUNTY COUNCILLORS’ REPORTS 

County Cllr Janet Bradford advised that she had been elected as an Independent 

(Newton Says No) County Councillor in May and represents Newton Abbot South.  She 

sits on Children’s Scrutiny, Public Rights of Way and Standing Advisory for RE.  She 

gave a summary of what she had been involved in since her election.  She also advised 

that five years on since the building of the South Devon Highway, 90 claims by 

homeowners in Aller and Newtake Rise have now been agreed.  

 

County Cllr Dewhirst gave a report (copy attached). 

 

Cllr Haines advised that TDC will be consulting further on the Local Plan, specifically 

renewable energy locations, gypsy and traveller sites and small residential site options.  

The consultation will open in November and will run for 10 weeks. 

 

031121.07 DELEGATE REPORTS 

7.1 Wild about Teignbridge – Cllr Humble attended a webinar sharing some of the 

good things that are happening around Teignbridge to increase capacity for 

wildlife.  At the end, there was a suggestion that everyone should think about 

two commitments that they could make.  Most of the sites that were looked at 

were much larger than anything in these parish but one thing which was really 

emphasised was an Act that gives Parish Councils a statutory duty to conserve 

wildlife (Natural Environmental and Rural Communities (NERC) Act 2006).  In 

terms of the Parish Council’s specific repsonsibilities, it could look at Hearn Field 

and its longer-term sustainable management (hedge cutting, mowing, more 

trees etc).  In the future a tool will be available to carry out biodiversity audits.  

Devon Local Nature Partnership has a good website for ideas to conserve and 

increase wildlife. 
  

 Cllr Humble also attended a Farm Walk led by Peter French who explained the 

various things he is doing on his farm site in Stokeinteignhead to manage more 

in tune with conservation and nature. 

 
031121.08 MINUTES 

Members received the minutes of the meeting held on 6 October 2021 and 

authorised the Chair to sign them as a true and accurate record of that meeting. 

 

031121.09   PLANNING 

            9.1 New applications/appeals 

9.1.1 21/02300/HOU – Gulmswell, Road from Coombe Cottage to Higher 

Charlecombe Farm, Combeinteignhead 

New replacement timber windows, additional window openings and re-

rendering external façade 
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Members had no objections to this application.  However, they noted the 

proximity of the external facade to the adjacent narrow stretch of the 

highway and agreed to ask TDC to give due consideration to how works 

will be managed to ensure minimal disruption to parishioners and other 

road users. 

            

            9.2   Decisions 

     None 

 

  9.3 Other planning matters: 

9.3.1 Members received correspondence regarding 21/01721/AGR and 

considered the issues raised in the open forum.  The Chair confirmed 

that the Parish Council was initially notified of the application by TDC in 

August.  However, information came through very quickly that it was 

permitted development and it was understood that as it was not going to 

go through a full planning process, the Parish Council did not have a 

forum for commenting on it.  Given the information that has now been 

brought to the attention of the Parish Council, however, it was agreed to 

write to TDC to raise some concerns regarding the validity of the 

application and request that the planning department/enforcement team 

confirms information on which TDC deemed it to be permitted, namely: 

 

• The verity of the map and the hectarage of the site.  It is 

believed this is less than 5 hectares. 

• Waste dumped on site.  Condition 5 of the approval relating to 

'Waste Materials' is quite specific about the type of waste 

materials which can be brought on site.  This does not include old 

bathroom suites and other waste currently dumped on the site. 

• Three caravans have been sited on the land.  Are these 

permitted? 

• There is nothing in the application about a track.  Is approval 

required for this? 

 

9.3.2 There were no updates relating to 21/01966/FUL – Higher Osier Court, 

Road Past Buckland Barton House, Newton Abbot – Change of use from 

B8 (storage and distribution) to B2 (general industrial).  It was noted 

that the Parish Council has requested that the application be determined 

by the Planning Committee if the officer is minded to approve it. 

 

9.3.3 Cllr Evans advised that the owner of 2 Albert Cottages had approached 

her regarding some plans which he will be submitting to the District 

Council.  She informed him that the Parish Council will consider them 

once submitted and as part of the formal consultation process. 

       

031121.10 FINANCE & GOVERNANCE 

  10.1   Expenditure 

             The following payments were approved:  
 

Payment 

type 

Payee Details Amount 

DD Opus Energy Hearn Field electricity (Oct) £14.52 

DD Clerk Salary (Oct) £363.77 

Online Clerk Mileage (Sept-Nov) + 

reimbursement for poppy wreath 

£40.50 

Online SumUp Mobile payment machine £46.80 

Online T Boarer Hearn Field items (soap dispenser, 

soap, paper towels etc) 

£95.93 

Online A Barnes Pavilion gates £410.81 

    

10.2 Income 

Members noted income (2 – 29 October 2021): 
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Received Received from Details Amount 

29 September Heartbreak Theatre Theatre – Hearn Field £705.50 

14 October Various Various Hearn Field 

bookings 

£145 

18 October DCC Grant towards HF hand 

dryers 

£300 

October Lloyds Interest £0.11 

 

10.3 Bank Balances at 29 October 2021 

 

Current account Savings account Sea Wall account Total 

£18,844.78 £12,463.55 £4,327.23 £35,635.56 

        

  10.4 Small Grants Scheme 

Members received and approved an application for £800 from the Village Hall 

Committee towards the cost of repurposing the snooker room.  

 

061021.10 HEARN FIELD 

10.1 The Chairman of the Hearn Field Committee submitted a written report as 

follows: 

 

Bonfire night    

Preparations, masterminded extremely efficiently by Cllr Evans, are progressing 

to plan.  All our allocation of tickets were sold last week. Details including risk 

assessments and areas of responsibility are available on request. We are 

fortunate in having an excellent team of volunteers to marshal this big event. 

 

Gates 

The main field and pedestrian gates have been replaced and the closing off of 

the area behind the pavilion is almost complete. We have identified that the 

gate that goes down on to the beach is also in need of repair/ replacement and 

we have asked Andy Barnes to do this work as well. He will also replace the 

handrail and posts on the steps.  

 

Serving refreshments from the bar 

Sue Wakefield, a parishioner from the urban ward and regular volunteer, has 

requested to book the bar area for the serving of teas, coffees and cakes two 

mornings a week initially. We believe that this would be welcomed by users of 

the field. She will be wholly responsible for this venture and pay a weekly fee 

for the use of the bar area. She will have a food hygiene certificate and is happy 

to comply with other regulations as required. Our local PC has welcomed the 

opportunity to use this time as an opportunity to meet residents on a regular 

basis. Cllr Hussey will liaise.  Members approved this booking on the basis that 

it would need to fit around other uses of the Pavilion and field. 

  

Hand driers 

It has been difficult to find an electrician to install these for us as quickly as we 

would like. We would therefore like to ask Cllr Boarer to purchase and install 

these for us.  As an electrician could not be found to install these dryers 

promptly, members approved the purchase and installation by Cllr Boarer. 

 

Foreshore 

We are pleased to be able to report that nearly all the abandoned boats and 

equipment on the foreshore known as Marshland gardens have now been 

cleared.  We now need a small working party to cut back undergrowth and strim 

the area. We would then be in a position to offer moorings for small boats there 

to local residents in return for contribution to upkeep.  

 

Insurance 

Advice has been sought from the brokers regarding the Parish Council’s 

insurance cover in relation to hiring out the Hearn Field and Pavilion: 
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In relation to Public Liability Insurance for activities undertaken by individuals or 

organisations who hire any buildings from the Council; some will qualify for the 

extension of cover within the Public Liability section of the policy known as 

Hirers’ Indemnity. The policy currently provides a £5 million limit of indemnity 

for this extension and the qualifying criteria for this cover is as follows: 

 

• One off hirers of the Parish Council’s building for non-commercial events, 

such as a wedding reception or birthday party, qualify for this cover and 

do not need to arrange their own Public Liability Insurance. 

• Clubs and groups, for example, Scouts, WI, fitness/dance classes, who 

hire the Parish Council’s building on a regular basis should possess their 

own Public Liability Insurance and provide proof of this to you. 

• Businesses or commercial organisations who hire Council-buildings for an 

event must possess their own Public Liability Insurance and provide proof 

of this to you. 

• Subject to the Parish Council’s approval, the Hirers’ Indemnity cover can 

be granted to an individual or group who wish to hire Council-buildings 

for non-commercial activities that are regarded as being for the benefit 

of the local community. This can be something like a pensioners’ lunch 

club, coffee morning etc. We do not need to be advised of the Parish 

Council’s approval but would recommend it is minuted for clarity. 

 

The Hire Agreement will be amended accordingly. 

 

031121.12 HIGHWAYS AND FOOTPATHS 

12.1   Cllr Bunce reported that he has inspected the path between Lower Netherton  

and Netherton.  It is currently clear but he has cleared a few brambles and 

there are some particularly large brambles which need cutting from the base. 

 

12.2 Members received a request from PC Orchard to erect a notice at either end of 

Gulmswell Lane asking users to refrain from using motor vehicles on the lane 

where practicable.  After discussion, it was agreed that the Parish Council does 

not support the erection of the proposed notice.  This is a Devon County Council 

matter and the Parish Council has no jurisdiction in terms of restricting access. 

 

12.3 Members received an invitation to attend the Highways Parish and Town Council 

Conference on 24 & 25 November.  Cllr Hussey offered to attend this.  

 

031121.13 CORRESPONDENCE 

13.1 Members received and noted an invitation to attend Devon’s second Local 

Councillor Climate Emergency Network on 30 November. 

 

031121.14 MEMBERS’ ITEMS FOR INFORMATION OR GENERAL DISCUSSION, FOR 

INCLUSION ON FUTURE AGENDAS AND/OR ITEMS REQUIRING URGENT 

ATTENTION 

Members are reminded that they have not received the statutory notice of this business 

to be transacted and should therefore recognise that any decision made may be taken 

to be unlawful if challenged in the future 

   

It was agreed to discuss the roles of Councillors at the next meeting particularly 

responsibility for climate and assisting Cllr Evans with posting items on Facebook.  

 

031121.15 DATE OF NEXT MEETING  

It was confirmed that the date of the next Parish Council meeting is Wednesday 1 

December 2021 at 7.30pm in the Village Hall. 

 

 

 

 

…...………………………………………   

Chairman 
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County & District Councillor’s Report 3rd November 

Covid19 case rates having reduced are now back up in Devon 

Our Director of Public Health’s advice is: 

• Let fresh air in if you need to meet indoors.   Meeting up outside is the safest way to protect 

your loved ones. 

• Continuing to wear face coverings in crowded and enclosed settings is a small action you can 

take to protect yourself and others 

• Get tested and self-isolate if required 

• If you haven’t already, get vaccinated 

Devon Public Health are still advising residents who show no symptoms of having coronavirus to 

continue taking free, rapid, lateral flow device tests twice a week. 

An innovative scheme which has allowed Devon’s district councils to improve their waste collection 

and recycling rates has won a national award.   The Devon Authorities Shared Saving Scheme was 

recognised as the ‘Best New Idea’ at the Local Authority Recycling Advisory Committee Awards 2021.  

The award was accepted by the County Council working with five of Devon’s waste collection 

authorities, East Devon, Mid Devon, North Devon, Teignbridge and Torridge District Councils.    It has 

increased recycling rates and improved recycling collection for over 250,000 Devon households.    

The Newton Abbot 20 informal consultation has been created by a partnership of Newton Abbot Town 

Council, Teignbridge District Council and Devon County Council and was launched on Monday 25th 

October and will run until Thursday 25th November.   It will available online, accessible through a link 

on the new “Newton Abbot 20” website.   Additionally, ‘paper’ surveys are available at Newton’s Place 

and in Newton Abbot Library. 

The survey itself consists of 25 questions including an interactive map which depicts the initial ideas 

for the scope of the scheme.   The map will give respondents an opportunity to leave their 

suggestions regarding the extents and boundaries of the speed scheme. 

In addition to the interactive map, questions will include asking people’s attitudes towards a 20mph 

speed limit outside publicly accessible buildings such as schools, nurseries, and GP surgeries.   Other 

questions will ask if respondents believe a 20mph speed limit would make them feel safer when 

cycling or walking and if speeding is an issue in the town.   You can access the consultation at 

newtonabbot20.org.uk 

The Government has announced that a new Household Support Fund (HSF) grant will be made 

available to county councils and unitary authorities in England to support those most in need this 

winter. 

This new grant, totalling £500m nationally, will be available until 31 March 2022, and Devon’s 

allocation of it will be a little over £5 million.   It’s to be used to support households in most need 

with food, energy and water bills, and other associated essential costs.   At least half of the total 

funding must be spent on households whose families have children. 

The County Council is currently working with the eight District Councils in Devon, and other partners, 

to make the funding available.   This funding is to make up for the lost £15 million funding from 

Universal Credit. 

A digital map displaying the 403 Electric Vehicle (EV) charging bays currently being delivered by 

Devon’s councils has been added to the Devon Climate Emergency (DCE) website.   All the bays will 

be delivered by December 2022.   They will be for public use and spread over 168 locations 

throughout the county. 

This is a key part of the Carbon Plan being drawn up by the DCE, a partnership of councils, public 

bodies, voluntary and business groups.   To ensure that Devon becomes net-zero by 2050 at the 
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latest, emissions generated by vehicles must be reduced – 27 per cent of all carbon emissions in 

Devon are generated by on-road transportation. 

The icons on the map are colour-coded to inform the public of the operational status of each facility 

and location.   By clicking on an icon, it will also reveal when it is due to be activated if it is not 

already in service. 

Included are the 150 on-street charging bays are being delivered by Rapid Charging Devon, a 

consortium of private sector companies and Devon County Council.   This project is funded by 

Innovate UK and some sites will include a hireable electric Co-car. 

A further 150 charging bays are within district-council owned car parks and form part of the Deletti 

project, funded by the European Regional Development Fund.   The project is a partnership of district 

councils and Devon County Council.   Half of these EV charging points will be online by next June and 

the remainder by December 2022. 

In another partnership Devon County Council, Teignbridge District Council and South Hams District 

Council installed ‘rapid’ charge points at Chudleigh Library car park, Buckfastleigh’s Mardle Way car 

park and at Ivybridge’s Glanvilles Mill car park.   These were funded by Highways England and 

provide six charging bays in total.   Dartmoor National Park Authority has installed two fast charging 

bays at the Haytor Visitor Centre.   All of the sites are/will be available for the general public to use. 

The map will be frequently updated as partners plan and install more charge points.   For the 

definitive map of all electric vehicle charging bays in Devon and the UK, use a dedicated charge point 

mapping service like Zap Map. 

Alistair Dewhirst  

alistair.dewhirst@devon.gov.uk / Tel 07836 704127 

 

 

mailto:alistair.dewhirst@devon.gov.uk

