
Haccombe-with-Combe Parish Council 
www.haccombewithcombe.co.uk 

 

Minutes of a Meeting of the Parish Council  
held in the Village Hall, Combeinteignhead 

on 6 July 2022 at 7.30pm 
 

Present:  Councillors Humble (Chair), Boarer, Brampton, Bunce, Bulleid, Evans and Pattinson 
 

Also present:  County Cllr Dewhirst, District Cllr Haines, PC Orchard and ten members of the public  
   

Clerk:  Suzanna Hughes 
 

060722.01 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

• Cllr Hussey 
• Cllr Cooper-Smith 

• Cllr Relf 
• County Cllr Bradford 

 
060722.02 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATION 

Members were reminded of their responsibility to continually update their Notice of 
Registerable Interests and to declare any disclosable interests, including the nature and 

extent of such interests they have in any items to be considered at this meeting.  
Members were reminded that unforeseen requests for a Dispensation to be considered 

at this point only if there was no way a member would have been aware of such before 
the meeting. 

 
  There were declarations of interest or requests for dispensation. 

 

060722.03 OPEN FORUM 
A resident of the parish commented on the planning application to be considered at 

item 8.1.4 (22/01154/FUL – The Clever Little Farm, Netherton).  He wished to make 
two points. Currently there are two unauthorised caravans which have never had 

approval.  He believed these have a negative visual impact.  The application seeks 
permission for two permanent structures which would perpetuate this negative visual 

impact in this Area of Great Landscape Value.   The second point is that he couldn’t see 
how it would be possible to generate sufficient revenue through seasonal tourism alone 

to cover the cost of this application and the purchase and installation of the proposed 
pods.  It would therefore be his worry that this would mean a further application in the 

future for more pods and an expansion of this site which would further impact the 
countryside. 

 
The applicant advised that the caravans are allowed to stay (TDC’s Enforcement Officer 

has confirmed that caravans are permitted on agricultural land) but they have applied 

to replace these with more aesthetically pleasing pods.  The caravans will therefore be 
removed if the application is successful.  Their financial situation is not relevant to this 

application.  They confirmed that the application is only for two pods for Airbnb which 
may be seasonal or may be all year round.  They have taken a lot of animals many of 

which are rescue and the pods are a means of generating income to sustain the land.   
   

060722.04 POLICE REPORT 
4.1 Crime Report 

PC Orchard submitted a report for June:  there was one crime recorded 
(violence without injury) and one incident logged (anti-social behaviour).   He 

commented on an incident on Hearn Field involving school leavers in drink and 
he will be tackling this anti-social behaviour.  A copy of the monthly 

newsletter/gazette was also circulated.  He highlighted the information around 
that of Catalytic Converter theft and advised that this month’s edition is 
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continuing to run the articles on Heritage Crime, Operation Seabird (which is 
active until mid-October), that of the NCA Small Boats campaign/Watercraft 

Crime and NO Cold Callers. 
 

4.2 Councillor Advocate Scheme 
Cllr Hussey was not present at the meeting but sent a report advising that there 

has been a restructuring at the Office of the Police and Crime Commissioner 
(OPCC) and a new Councillor Advocate liaison to be appointed. The next PACT 

meeting is Friday 22 July at 11am - venue to be confirmed. 
 

The Chair commented on a recent PACT meeting at the village hall which one 
member of the public attended.  PC Orchard advised that the PACT meetings are 

being received very positively at Hearn Field and he has booked another five 
until the end of the year.  The dates will be published in the parish.  The Chair 

advised that the Parish Council is keen for meetings to be arranged in the 

village hall as well as it is a more central location but to encourage attendance, 
there needs a focus for the session, e.g. security marking.  PC Orchard advised 

that he has secured funding for security tagging equipment for vessels on the 
River Teign and farming machinery/equipment. 

 
060722.05 DISTRICT AND COUNTY COUNCILLORS’ REPORTS 

County Cllr Dewhirst gave a verbal report (copy attached). 
 

District Cllr Haines had nothing to report but would be happy to assist with planning 
matters if required. 

 
060722.06 DELEGATE REPORTS 

None  
  

060722.07 MINUTES 
Members received the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 1 June 2022 and 

authorised the Chair to sign them as a true and accurate record of that meeting. 
 

060722.08   PLANNING 
   8.1  New applications/appeals/notifications 

               8.1.1 22/0097/FUL – Plant World, St Marychurch Road, Coffinswell 
    Preparation and storage building 

 
    Members had no objections to this application. 
 

   8.1.2 22/01147/TPO – Teign View Barn, Shaldon Road, Combeinteignhead 

 Prune tree of various species where overhanging to clear path and  
building 

 
After discussion and having visited the site, members objected to this 

application.  The main tree overshadowing Teign View Barn is a large 
mature oak growing very close to the boundary on the Centrax side of 

the bridle path.  To cut back along the red lines shown would not be in 
keeping with a TPO as it would mutilate one of the parish's iconic local 

trees.  If it is felt appropriate for more light to be let into the house, it 
should be done by a very skilled tree surgeon who can crown lift an old 

oak without destroying its mature shape. 
 

The height of the overhanging trees over the bridle path are high enough 

at this location not to restrict access.  There is some rather overgrown 
hedgerow further along the route which is not included in this 

application. 
 

   8.1.3 22/01103/HOU – Poachers Croft, Hiller Lane, Netherton 

Single storey rear extension to rear and loft conversion with new pitched 
roof to replace existing 

 
Members agreed to support this application. 
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   8.1.4 22/01154/FUL – The Clever Little Farm, Land off Bridleway, TQ12 4SH 
Change of use of land for siting of two pods for use as tourist 

accommodation and associated infrastructure 
 

After discussion, members agreed that they do not oppose the siting of 
two pods as proposed.  However, it was agreed that it should be 

requested that the application is not approved without provision for 
waste disposal, including recycling.  An investigation of the water quality 

of the spring water would also be required. 
   

            8.2   Decisions 
      8.2.1  22/00966/AGR – Tucketts Farm, Netherton 

Agricultural building 
Members noted that TDC has granted the request for Prior Approval. 

 
Members agreed that there should be some vigilance regarding the  

heronry.  It should also be brought to the attention of PC Orchard as the 
designated officer for wildlife crime.  

 
   8.2.1 22/00955/CAN – Oakford House, Shaldon Road, Combeinteignhead 

    Fell one Leylandii 
Members noted that TDC has no objections to this proposal. 

 
8.3 Update on enforcement matters, including: 

 

8.3.1 21/00381/ENF & 21/01721/AGR – Land at Combeinteignhead 
 

TDC’s Enforcement Officer has advised that, in this instance, he 
can confirm that if the additional land that is located in a different 

area is being used as part of the agricultural unit then it can be 
taken into consideration when assessing the case.  He appreciates 

that plans that were submitted as part of the application for prior 
notification may have been incorrect but if the applicant can prove 

the extent of their holding and this exceeds 5 hectares then it 
would not be expedient to pursue any formal action.  He still 

awaits further information.  He also asked whether the Parish 
Council is able to confirm whether works on the building have 

commenced yet. 
 

Members were frustrated by the response;  there are a number of 

flaws in the application itself and there is missing/erroneous 
information which has not been clarified. 

 
After discussion, it was agreed to write to the Enforcement Officer 

advising that the Parish Council is unable to ascertain whether the 
works have commenced due to the growth of the hedges.  What 

was originally there seems to have gone but without going on the 
land itself it was impossible to see whether work to replace it has 

started.  The Enforcement Officer would therefore need to visit 
the site himself to determine this.  Correspondence had also been 

received regarding the caravans on the site.  It was noted that 
generators are being used constantly implying that people are 

using the caravans regardless of whether this is in association 
with the building construction and saffron farm.  It was also 

agreed to ask the Enforcement Officer to clarify what additional 

information he is waiting for.  
 

8.3.2 Teignview Cottage 
 

Members were concerned that the manufactured materials being 
used to replace the Breccia wall in the Conservation Area were not 

appropriate.  A condition of the approval was that the materials to 
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be used were to be approved by TDC before work commenced.  It 
was agreed to ask TDC whether they have approved the materials.  

Another condition was that a sample area would be constructed 
and that TDC would inspect it before further work continues.  It 

was also questioned whether the construction is substantial 
enough to support the land behind it. 

 
8.3.3 Higher Osier Court 

Members received details of two appeals: 
 

Appeal against grounds a, c, f and g against Enforcement Notice 
20/00164/ENF “Without permission, the unauthorised change of 

use of the land and building hatched  blue on the attached plan 
from B8 (storage and distribution) to B2 (general industrial) 

consisting of a campervan conversion business” 

 
Appeal against grounds c, f and g against Enforcement Notice 

20/00164/ENF “Without permission, the unauthorised change of 
use of the land and building hatched  blue on the attached plan 

from B8 (storage and distribution) to B2 (general industrial) 
consisting of a campervan conversion business” 

 
After discussion about the process, it was agreed to respond to 

both appeals stating that the Parish Council supports residents in 
that area and the need for enforcement to stop this activity which 

has been detrimental to them for the last three and a half years.   
 

It was also noted that complaints have been made to 
Environmental Health regarding the noise and nature of the work 

being carried out in this residential area.  Residents have been 

advised that up to date evidence is required and they have been 
asked to continue to maintain a diary of activities and evidence of 

the noise. 
 

8.3.4 Lower Osier Court 
 

The Enforcement Officer has looked into the use of the lower 
section of the site and it does appear to be used for storage 

purposes. However, he does have concerns about the state of the 
site entrance. As such he has contacted the owner and advised 

them to take steps to clear the land to prevent it looking untidy 
which they have agreed to do. He will look at this again when in 

the area to assess the current situation. 
 

Cllr Bunce advised that asbestos is still being stored in this 

location.  A further report will be submitted to the Enforcement 
Officer advising him of this. 

 
8.3.5 1 Albert Cottages 

 
The Enforcement Officer has been in contact with the owner and 

they have confirmed that they still propose to carry out the works 
in accordance with the planning permission (reference 

19/01656/FUL) for the boundary wall works which expires on 10 
September 2023. It is envisaged that the works will start later 

this year when the builders have been appointed. However, if the 
works are not carried out to implement the planning permission 

then it will be necessary to look at enforcing the requirements of 
the Enforcement Notice. 
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060722.09 FINANCE & GOVERNANCE 
  9.1   Expenditure 

             The following payments were approved:  
 

Payment type Payee Details Amount 

DD Opus Energy Hearn Field electricity (June) £50.10 

DD Clerk Salary (June) £369.57 

Online Clerk Printer (share), mileage £69.88 

Online HMRC  PAYE (Q1) £170 

Online Various Jubilee expenses £352.63 

Online E Deane Catering expenses for 2 x theatre 

£146.20 
New toilet seat - £19 

£165.20 

Online M Boarer HF Pavilion cleaning £30 

Online T Boarer Paint for car park and electrical 
socket 

£66 

  
  9.2 Income 

Members noted income received (27 May – 29 June 2022): 
  

Received Received from Details Amount 

31 May 2022 Woodshed Café Hire £188.75 

15 June 2022 Illyria Theatre Hire/% of income £629.40 

June Various Hearn Field bookings £552 

June Lloyds Interest £0.10 

 
  9.3 Bank Balances at 29 June 2022 

 

Current account Savings account Sea Wall account Total 

£15,463.36 £12,464.38 £5,828.74 £33,756.48 

 
060722.10  CLIMATE AND ENVIRONMENT 

Cllr Hussey was not present at the meeting but sent a written update advising 
that the next meeting will be early August and an update would be given in 

September’s Parish Council meeting.  An article has been published in the July 
parish magazine and he has also written an article for the website, Facebook 

and the August parish magazine. Cllr Bulleid has been in touch with Peta (ACT) 
regarding training. 

 
060722.11 HEARN FIELD 

11.1 The Chair of the Hearn Field Committee submitted a written report as follows: 
 

Key Safe 

The ability to access keys to the pavilion from the key safe has already had a 
very positive impact on the management of bookings . 

 
Jubilee celebrations 

This was very well attended and much enjoyed by all . We are grateful to the 
team of volunteers who made it all run so smoothly . The village hall and Hearn 

field teams worked well together and look forward to doing so again in future . 
The Jubilee tree has been planted. 

 
Illyria Theatre 

The production of a Midsummer Night’s Dream on 18 June was quite well 
attended despite very damp weather.  Those people who would usually book at 

the last minute didn’t do this because of rain so our numbers were down. 
However the arrangement we have with Illyria means that we do not take any 

financial risk.  However we need to add that as both of the two performances 

were the ‘first night’ the cast were on site from 10am rehearsing and till 
10.30pm when they finally left . We had undertaken to feed the cast and the 

time they were here and the wide variety of dietary requirements meant that we 
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(and by that I mean ‘I’ ) rather overspent on catering. We have learned from 
this and will be more prudent in future. The bill also covers quite a lot of 

restocking of the kitchen (tea, coffee and various utensils for serving). It also 
covers a new toilet seat which was purchased but fitted by a volunteer Reach 

Outdoors and the Coffee bar. The bar was vacated for the Reach outdoors 
bookings and most of the stock stored in the recently cleared shed . We have an 

ongoing plan in place for bookings which require use of the bar area. 
 

Disturbance on the Field 
During the last week of Reach Outdoors booking there was an incident which 

has suggested we may need to rethink our access arrangements . A large crowd 
of young people appeared on the field during the evening in very high spirits, 

some under the influence of alcohol. ( we believe it was probably an end of 
school year celebration ). They seemed unwilling to leave and as we were 

hosting a camp of much younger children the organisers and Simon Guppy 

decided the Police should be called. The crowd then quickly dispersed . We are 
sure that this will appear in the police report for the period. 

 
In addition to this there is an ongoing issue with a few youngsters meeting 

under the pavilion area and clearly using recreational drugs. They have been 
behind the pavilion and recently climbed up onto the wall of Elmleigh we are 

concerned that this may escalate. We are arranging to meet with PC Clarke 
Orchard and with Paul Norrish to discuss this . In the meantime we are putting a 

combi lock on the gate to prevent access to the back of the pavilion  
 

Chair and Vice Chair  
At the AGM the chair and vice chair informed the committee that they would 

like to pass these roles on to other members from the end of September 2022. 
We are confident that these roles can be filled. We have also put plans in place 

to share out the tasks associated with the running of the field. 

 
Cllr Evans advised that at the Jubilee picnic, there was a Ukranian Appeal, 

courtesy of ‘Mystic Mag’s’ fortune telling. £33 was raised and has been donated 
to the DEC Ukraine Humanitarian Appeal.  

 
060722.12 EMERGENCY PLAN REVIEW 

Cllr Bulleid advised that he had reviewed the plan.  It was not necessary to change 
much on the emergency plan itself but he had circulated a proposed risk register and 

invited comments.  Some members had been unable to open the risk register so Cllr 
Bulleid agreed to save this in another format and recirculate it.  The Chair pointed out 

that some of the Councillors’ information in the plan needs updating.  Cllr Bunce 
observed that the current map does not include Hawthorne Rise.  This will therefore 

need updating. 
 

060722.13 HIGHWAYS AND FOOTPATHS 

Cllr Bunce reported that there are two trees across the bridleway which goes up by 
Wren Cottage. He requested to purchase a pole saw with P3 grant funds (£928.20 

including VAT) so that he can respond to this and any other future issues. This was 
agreed.  There was a brief discussion about landowner responsibility for hedges. 

 
060722.14 CORRESPONDENCE 

14.1  Members noted an email from David Halpin to Cllr Janet Bradford to which the 
clerk had been copied in regarding 21/01721/AG 

         
060722.15 MEMBERS’ ITEMS FOR INFORMATION OR GENERAL DISCUSSION, FOR 

INCLUSION ON FUTURE AGENDAS AND/OR ITEMS REQUIRING URGENT 
ATTENTION 

Members are reminded that they have not received the statutory notice of this business 
to be transacted and should therefore recognise that any decision made may be taken 

to be unlawful if challenged in the future 

   
  None 
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060722.16 ITEMS FOR INCLUSION ON SOCIAL MEDIA, PARISH MAGAZINE, NOTICE 
BOARDS ETC 

 
  None 

 
060722.17 DATE OF NEXT MEETING  

It was confirmed that the date of the next Parish Council meeting is Wednesday 7 
September 2022 at 7.30pm in Combeinteignhead Village Hall. 

 
 

 
 

 
 

…...………………………………………   

Chair 
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County Councillor’s Report 6th July – HWC 

Covid-19 cases are rising nationally and in Devon with the latest figures showing an increase in the 

number of people in hospital with coronavirus and a rise in positive cases overall.   As numbers 
increase, it is important that we minimise the risk of transmission of respiratory diseases, including 

Covid. 

Director of Public Health Devon Steve Brown is reminding everyone that Covid has not gone away.  

“The national advice has not changed.   If you have symptoms of a respiratory infection, such as 
COVID-19, and you have a high temperature or do not feel well, try to stay at home and avoid 

contact with others”. 

“Testing is no longer expected for most people.   However, if people still have any tests, I would 

suggest that they could use them ahead of situations where they know they’ll be in close contact with 

vulnerable people. 

“And simple hand hygiene is also still important, not just to protect from coronavirus, but also for 

fighting other infectious illnesses. It’s a simple precaution, but still effective.” 

Devon County Council’s long-serving chief executive, Phil Norrey, has announced his retirement.   Dr 

Norrey has held the post since 2006 and is the longest-serving chief executive in the council’s history. 

He joined the authority in 1998 as deputy director of education before being promoted to director of 

education. 

Dr Norrey, who will be 60 next year, said it was the right time for him to leave and hand over to his 

successor as a new senior management team takes shape at County Hall. 

Dr Norrey said among the highlights of his career in Devon were the major reorganisation of 

education in Exeter, leading the council through a period of austerity, Devon’s response to the 
pandemic when the county council was the regional lead authority and its current leadership of the 

Green agenda with his chairmanship of the Devon Climate Change Emergency Response Group and 

the production of the Carbon Plan to cut emissions. 

A significant milestone has been reached for the Plymouth and South Devon Freeport which has now 
received approval from the Government for its Outline Business Case, along with two of its proposed 

tax sites. 

The freeport in will create a zone designated by the Government with certain allowances to boost the 

economy.   These allowances will include lower taxes and customs, such as favourable tariffs, VAT or 

duties. 

This news will result in the unlocking of millions of pounds worth of funding for the region.   It will 

encourage a resurgence of economic activity with businesses more inclined to open in the area, 
creating thousands more jobs and bringing vast investment into the local community.   This is a huge 

boost for the whole South West region. 

Government approval of the Outline Business Case means that two of the three Freeport tax sites, 

South Yard and Sherford, are now designated and the Freeport will be officially active from 4 July.   

The third site, Langage, will likely follow with designation in the autumn. 

The Full Business Case sign off for the Freeport is expected in August along with custom site and 
operator authorisation, enabling qualifying businesses to access the wide variety of benefits that 

come with being part of the Freeport. 

Like many other local authorities across the country, Devon County Council is facing unprecedented 

financial pressures largely due to the COVID-19 pandemic, cost of living crisis and increased demand 

for support for vulnerable children and adults. 
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In a report to be considered by Cabinet next Wednesday, the Director of Finance, Angie Sinclair, 
clearly sets out the challenging financial position and the steps being taken to address the financial 

stability of the Council. 

With an estimated £30.5 million budget overspend, it is more important than ever before that we 

make the most of the opportunities presented to us to save money, while prioritising our services to 

help people and communities at the right time and in the right place. 

While it is early in the financial year and we can expect change as the year progresses, the Council 
has never faced a combination of demand growth and price shock pressures on this scale, and we 

need to act now if we are to prevent an even larger hole in our budget. 

A group of senior officers from across the Council has been established to identify options to save 

money including modernising and remodelling services and delivery, identifying different sources of 
funding, and cancelling or delaying some projects.   This work is a top priority and needs to happen 

at pace, however absolutely no decisions have been made about any options, which will be presented 

to and considered by elected Members before any action is taken. 

Alistair Dewhirst - alistair.dewhirst@devon.gov.uk / Tel 07836 704127 
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